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Welcome to the Autumn edition of our newsletter. The year has got off to a great start with our wonderful awards ceremony where
we celebrated examination results in style with the class of 2015. This event included a talk by our fascinating guest speaker,
Sarah Weldon (founder of the Oceans Project), who at the end of May will start her 4-month row around Great Britain. For her, this
is not just about the row, but about the bigger picture of her charity, Oceans Project, which provides education to children in 53
countries. Sarah helped to inspire everyone present, expanding on the possibilities within STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) fields with special focus on women in STEM.  She shared her personal story of resilience and
resourcefulness and facing challenges where 'you push yourself to achieve beyond what you thought you were capable of'.

We were very happy to have welcomed our new Year 7 students into school this term. After completing their two week induction,
we set off to Colomendy for the weekend to face various challenges and activities. All the students who took part came back very
tired but exhilarated and enthusiastic about learning, team-work and outdoor pursuits. Over the year, students will be encouraged
to take up a range of options from our extra-curricular programme, to continue their journey of self-discovery.

Aspirations and partnerships continue to be a focus, with the introduction of our Business Club. For our inaugural event, we were
delighted to host our guest speaker Robert Forrester, Chief Executive Officer of Vertu Motors plc.  Robert is a former Sir John
Talbot’s student who, following an early career in accountancy, now heads up one of the country’s most progressive and
successful automotive retailers, Vertu Motors, which has an annual turnover of £2.4 billion.

The school continues to develop with this year’s refurbishments nearing completion. We have invested in a refreshed Sixth Form
Centre, enhanced facilities in our Leisure Centre, along with replacing a large proportion of our windows, doors and carpets. Our
new staff have settled in to their roles in English, Maths, Science, Technology, Humanities and Languages and complement our
existing experts in these areas. Staff have prepared for the new qualifications and grading systems being introduced by exam
boards and have started the year motivated and enthusiastic about the year to come.

We are determined to ensure all our students have high aspirations and become self-motivated, ambitious individuals with the
resilience and tenacity to take on any challenge in the future. The introduction of our Academic Mentoring Programme, along with
the continuation of the Accelerated Reader Programme, will continue the focus on developing the independent learning and
thinking skills of our students. All the experiences in school so far have been about shaping character and supporting students to
make good decisions, set high standards and commit to achieving their best. Thank you for your on-going support in the
partnership that will ensure your child makes a success of their time with us in the years to come.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
8J organised a coffee morning to support the Macmillan Cancer Charity, as part of their PSHE
programme on 10th July. In total, they raised £100.00 which is excellent.Thanks to all students
and staff who attended and to those who baked cakes, which were delicious and disappeared
very quickly! Ms Glackin is extremely proud of the efforts of young people at SJT who always
want to support charities.

Announcing your new
Head Boy and Girl…

Head Boy - Brett Twist
Deputy Head Boy - Paul McQuillin

Head Girl - Megan Parkinson
Deputy Head Girl - Rebecca Stokes

Reminder
Students should be dropped off and collected
from the front of school only (Leisure Centre
entrance).



On Thursday 17th September we hosted the Class of 2015 Awards
Evening. Students and their parents were invited in to school to
receive GCSE certificates, A Level certificates and special awards in
recognition of outstanding achievements in a broad range of areas.
This year we also invited Sarah Weldon as guest speaker. She
captivated us all with her amazing ambition and determination to
succeed. We were treated to an opportunity to view her Google
Glass and the ancient Viking sunstone that was retrieved from a
shipwreck in 2013. Later this year, Sarah will embark on her solo row
around the British Isles using cutting edge technology to
communicate every movement and experience live. Sarah is a STEM
pioneer and for International Women’s Day in 2014, Skype named
Sarah as a ‘Woman Changing the World through Technology’. We
look forward to maintaining our contact with Sarah and developing
links with other international schools through this partnership.

The presentation evening was extremely well attended and it was
fantastic to see students exuding the confidence and pride that their
achievements have brought them. We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of the students who have moved on to the next
stage of their educational journey, our very best wishes for the future.

Special Award Winners:

Myles Chadwick - Winner of the McDougall Award: Award for
Food Studies and winner of the Foundation Trust Community
Award

Cameron Smith - Winner of the ICT and Technology Award

Adrienn Karl - Winner of the Parents' Association Blake Mere
House Award

Alex Mellor - Winner of the Hubert Smith Award for English
Literature and Winner of the Joseph William Parbutt Memorial
Trust  Award for Modern Languages, Engineering, Architecture
and Surveying

Jodie White - Winner of the Foundation Trust Award for
Philosophy and Ethics

Ellie Tew - Ernest and Lily Parbutt Memorial Trust: Award for
Art, English and History

Sam Boardman - Winner of the Alan Youatt Award for Science

Leon Turton - Winner of The William Cambridge Award for Work
Experience

Jessica Furber - Winner of the Kinsey Award for Sporting
Achievement in Year 11

Hannah Smith - Winner of the Parents' Association Red Brook
House Award

Evie Williams - Winner of the Key Stage 3 Award
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Members of SJT Superchoir enjoyed huge success on the first ever SJT Superchoir tour.
The fifty students and six staff travelled for over 24 hours by coach to reach their destination,
Callela, Spain. Fortunately there was no travel sickness! Whist in Spain the choir took part in
three concerts, performing to hundreds of locals and tourists. Each concert was a huge
success! As well as taking part in the concerts, the students enjoyed time in Barcelona and
the local water park. The hotel pool was a big hit with staff and students alike and was
refreshing during the heatwave, 34oc temperatures. All in all a great trip was enjoyed by all.
Well done to the SJT Superchoir!

Members of the cast of "Godspell In Concert" have
taken on the challenge of preparing a musical in 10
weeks. Forty students will spend their Friday
evenings, along with Mrs Peate, singing and
dancing their way to the performance which will be
held on Monday 30th November at 7pm in the
SJT School Hall.

GODSPELL
IN CONCERT
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PHILOSOPHY
Film Club

A fantastic first week at Philosophy Film
Club! Forty students attended the

lunchtime club to begin watching the
film 'My Sister's Keeper'. After watching
the film, students will spend a session
discussing the ethical issues raised in
the film. Future films include: Million
Dollar Baby, Return to Paradise. The
Truman Show and The Matrix. Follow
the smell of popcorn to Miss Webb's

room on Wednesday lunchtimes!

FOOD
ENTREPRENEUR

DAY

On 9th July, Year 8 and Year
9 students were required to

design a yogurt dessert,
name it, develop a sales

pitch and then pitch it to a
professional. The winning

products were then selected.
They made some very

professional products and
spoke with confidence and

enthusiasm.

Superchoir Tour
School News
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Business Club

A very successful visit to
London took place at the
end of the summer holidays
when the Year 10 Leisure &
Tourism students and
Geographers visited the city
for two days. A full
programme included visits
to Tower Bridge, London
Dungeons, the Natural
History Museum and a river
cruise. All the main sights
were visited on their
walking tour led by Mrs
Morcumb and Mr Sanders.
In the evening the group
went to see 'Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory' in the
West End.

HUMANITIES
NEWS

Summer School
This year’s summer school took place in
the last two weeks of August. Activities
included rock climbing at Grinshill,
canoeing on Dearnford Lake, making bird
boxes, Taiko drumming and acting out a
Greek myth play at the end of the day for
their parents. Trips included a visit to
Chester Zoo, a theatre trip to Buxton
Opera House, a tour of Electric Mountain
in Wales and a tour of a certain famous
football team’s stadium.

TED Talks (Technology, Entertainment and Design)
are into their third term at Sir John Talbot's. Students
can attend every Friday lunchtime to watch
inspirational, amazing and informative videos from the
international TED Talks organisation. Topics covered
so far have been amazing underwater creatures, the
science of pick-pocketing and someone who
developed a test for cancer before his 16th birthday. A
fantastic opportunity for students to meet like-minded
students and have their minds opened to things they
may never have thought of.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

Primary University Trip
Fifty Year 6 students from Whitchurch Junior School, Prees Primary and Lower Heath Primary recently embarked on a trip to
Chester University on Wednesday 30th September, as part of The Futures Award programme, recently launched at SJT. The trip
to Chester University was designed to ignite the aspirations of Year 6 students and provide them with an insight into Higher
Education and the opportunities that will be available to them in the future.

Students spent the day at the Chester University Parkgate Road Campus and attended a range of activities and presentations. Activities
included: ‘Step into Secondary’ by Performing Pathways, a ‘University Journey’ workshop and a graduation ceremony, where students
collected their certificates wearing their very own mortar boards which they made themselves. Students also enjoyed a full tour of the
campus and facilities by the student ambassadors and found out, first hand, what being a
university student is really like.

An inspiring and insightful
speech on leadership by
Robert Forrester, one of
the country’s top
businessmen, headlined
the launch of a new
business networking
club at Sir John Talbot’s

School in Whitchurch.

Former Sir John Talbot’s
School student Robert Forrester,

the Chief Executive Officer of Vertu Motors,
addressed an audience of 70 business people from
North Shropshire.  Vertu is the sixth largest motor
retailer in the UK with an annual turnover of around
£2.4 billion, selling over 140,000 vehicles a year
under the Bristol Street Motors, Macklin, Farnell
and Vertu brands. Launched just nine years ago,
the Group employs over 4,500 people.
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The MFL rooms in the Heath Road end of school have undergone some
major renovation work this summer and staff were delighted to be able to
move into their new look classrooms ready to welcome their students at the
start of term.

The MFL team now consists of four members of staff, with Mrs Berube
joining Miss Wallace, Mrs Scott and Subject Lead Mrs Jones.  Topics being
covered in French and Spanish this term range from time-telling, to
television, geography as well as the world of work.  Mrs Scott, who covers
ancient languages continues to offer Latin as an extra-curriculur option,
offering students the opportunity to study the language to GCSE level.

LANGUAGE HUB OPENS

On Saturday 19th September, AS and A2 Photography and Art students took
part in a gallery visit to London. The students visited The Photographers'
Gallery, The Tate Modern and The National Portrait Gallery. In addition, they
completed the Queen's Walk, which took them past many of the city
landmarks. The trip was made even more interesting by the excitement
surrounding the rugby world cup and the Japan Matsuri that took place in
Trafalgar Square. Photographs taken on the day will be used as the
foundation for units of coursework in both Art and Photography A Levels.
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Sprechen Si Deutsch?
German Club - coming soon…

The Open Evening on Thursday 24th September was a
real success in Languages and thank you to all who
either visited or helped.  Children participated in online
language games as well as a quiz.  Did you know there
are 1,710 steps in the Eiffel Tower?  Visitors were also
treated to coffee, hot chocolate and croissants in our
French Café, served by some of our fantastic helpers.

Foreign Language Spelling Bee
Miss Wallace will be introducing a Foreign

Language Spelling Bee which is a foreign language
spelling competition for Year 7 students.  Initially,

students compete at class level, followed by school,
regional and national level competitions!

Art and Photography Trip

I recently embarked on a two week research trip to Shanghai in China. The main aim
of my visit was to explore, in detail, how maths is taught in schools in Shanghai and
begin to explore ways in which elements of the Shanghai teaching approach might
be introduced in lessons in England.

Along with more than 60 English secondary school maths teachers, I participated in the
exchange, as part of a two-year research project. The project is run by the national Maths
Hubs programme, coordinated by the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching
of Mathematics (NCETM) and funded by the Department for Education (DfE).

Shanghai is a vibrant and exciting city and I was made to feel very welcome at the two
schools that I visited.  Observations of the mathematics lessons were very informative
about the mastery style of teaching for which Shanghai is renowned.  I look forward to
welcoming the Chinese teachers when they visit Sir John Talbot's School in November. I
am excited and honoured to be part of such a prestigious and important project. It’s early
days at the moment, but I hope in the longer term, I’ll be able to add new approaches to
the way I teach maths for the benefit of my students.

Mrs Roberts, Assistant Headteacher

SHANGHAI
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Take a look at
our new Sixth
Form Video on
our YouTube

Channel

(Scan the QR
code to view the

video)

AS PHOTOGRAPHY
Congratulations to Alaina Berry (pictured)
and Caitlin Hilton who have achieved A
grades in their AS Photography.

Read Meg Parkinson’s
thoughtful account of the

Educational Trust
Ambassadors’ Conference

(Scan the QR code to view the
article on the school website)



Bronze Award - Presentations

Gold Award Completion

Sixth Form Induction Day - Gold D of E

Silver Award - Expedition

A fantastic afternoon was had by the new Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s participants who took
part in their first training walk along the Sandstone Trail in Cheshire.  They had their first taste
of navigation and walked a total of 6.5 miles.   At the end of the walk they learnt how to use
Trangia stoves and cooked a well deserved curry and rice for their tea!

Students are: Ben Fry, Chloe Edwards, Jack Griffiths, Jasmine Hall, Callum Llewellyn, Nadine
Burke, Sally Chidlow, Shola Bailey, Terri Ziola, Victoria Hopwood.

New Bronze Award Students
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As part of the Sixth Form induction day the
students had to solve a number of
challenges to show them some of the skills
they would gain if they participated in Gold
DofE. The challenges involved solving
cardinal point clues, identifying map symbols
and putting a Trangia stove together in as
little time as possible. The winning team of
Emily, Jess, Kieran and Cameron took just
46 seconds! A fantastic result (and twice as
quick as Mrs Morcumb could assemble it!)

Many congratulations to Jodie White for finishing her GOLD Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award. It is a fantastic achievement and she is now waiting for her invitation to
the Palace, to receive her award formally from the Duke of Edinburgh.

Congratulations to the Year 10 Silver DofE students, who
passed their expedition 11th July 2015. Walking from the Beddgelert area to the
beach at Black Rock Sands, over 3 days, was a big challenge for them all. However,
teamwork, resilience, tolerance and thoughtfulness got the groups through the difficult times
to the welcome finish at the sea!

The Bronze DofE group completed their expedition section by giving a talk about
their experience to parents, staff and governors. One group created T-shirts for
their aim, showing pictures of their best expedition moments.

It was pleasing to hear what they have gained from DofE and how they showed
skills such as teamwork, resilience, and determination. After their presentations,
some 'fun' awards were presented to the group for everything from the award for
the "Most Energetic" to the award for "Being eaten by a tent!"

Twenty-one Year 9 students have signed up to participate in the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award at Bronze level.The students are pictured in the recently
refurbished DofE Office.

Qualifying Expeditions
Congratulations to Gold and Silver DofE participants who all passed their Qualifying
Expeditions at the end of the summer term. The Silver expedition was based in Snowdonia.
Walking around 10km a day, they followed a beautiful route from the mountains near
Beddgelert to the sea at Black Rock Sands. The three days of walking was easy compared
to battling with the midges on camp!The pools on the beach provided welcome relief for all
the tired feet! The Gold Expedition took place in the Elan Valley, Mid Wales. round 50 miles
over 4 days was a real challenge, but the group survived
and were still smiling at the end.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
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Under 13 Girls’

Congratulations to the boys’ Year 7 5-a-side football team who
finished 3rd in the North Shropshire championships. A great
effort on their first outing.

Students involved were:
Taylor Griffiths, Matthew
Tinsley, Tyler Bateman,
Josh Madeley, Eddie
Lewis, Jake Turton and
Mateusz Dudek.

5-a-side Football

Sir John Talbot’s School Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BY
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Cricket

P.E. News
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The girls competed in the regional finals on Wednesday 8th July. A hard day for
the team - they finished 8th. However, this is for the whole of the region! They
had to compete without their two county players, but the reserve players
performed admirably. Regardless, they remain the county champions!

As ever their spirit, effort and conduct was exemplary.


