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Welcome to the Autumn edition of our school newsletter. We have had an active first term so far
with a wonderful sponsored walk celebrating our Founders Day, a weekend full of excitement and
challenge at Kingswood Colomendy outdoor centre with Year 7 and some highly successful
sports fixtures. Students are looking superb in their uniform and PE kit with all students now fully
in the new colours.
Details are important to us and I appreciate the strong parental support we have in ensuring all
students wear our uniform correctly, come to school with full PE kit and ensuring all students are
equipped for lessons. A huge element of being successful, both as a school and as individual
students is ensuring routines and good habits are formed early. We have introduced the new
home school communication tool called Milk which ensures homework is accessible at any time.
This tool can also be used to monitor rewards, attendance and student progress. We will continue
to develop this system to ensure communication is effective.
School attendance is very good and it was strong throughout last year. As a school we insist on
students being prompt to lessons and to the start of the school day. It remains our policy not to
authorise holidays in school time because of the negative impact on a child's education. I ask that
parents continue to support us by not taking children out of school during term time.
Our school reading scheme has ensured that all students read widely and that they are advised
on suitable texts for their reading age. Nothing pleases me more than to see all our students
engaged and enjoying reading every day. Literacy is crucial to a child's success and enhances
creativity, imagination and communication in addition to improving chances in examinations. I
encourage all parents to share accounts of their favourite books and to encourage children to
read whenever and wherever possible.
We are working hard to support every child whatever their ability or start point. We believe that
children are successful when they know that someone believes in them. Our mentoring system is
developing to include our Futures Award which recognises achievement in all aspects of a child's
life and will result in rewards and celebration. We will keep parents informed about students’
progress on the Futures Award throughout the year.
"I'm a success today because I had a friend who believed in me and I didn't have the heart to let
him down" Abraham Lincoln.

School Meals daily spend limit
The school operates a daily spend limit of £5.00 per student in the canteen area.
Should you wish for this limit to be increased in respect of your child, please write to the school,
indicating what limit you wish to be in place.
Please clearly indicate your child’s name in the letter and the preferred daily spend limit.
H.M.Prince
Facilities Manager

Announcing your new
Head Boy and Girl…

Head Boy - Adam Jones

Head Girl - Alex Mellor

Reminder
Students should be dropped off and collected
from the front of school only (Leisure Centre
entrance).



On Thursday 15th September we hosted the Class of 2016 Awards
Evening. Students and their parents were invited in to school to
receive GCSE certificates, A Level certificates and special awards in
recognition of outstanding achievements in a broad range of areas.
This year we also invited Barry Jones as guest speaker. Barry spoke
about his academic journey from early school days to his recent
achievements. He painted a picture of what determination looks like
and shared stories of his successes and failures. He provided an
insight into the importance of having goals and ambition and the
personal drive that is needed in the pursuit of dreams. Students
were captivated as they watched Barry highlight on a world map his
colleagues in the far corner of the earth. Through his energetic and
captivating talk Barry was able to broaden horizons, make the world
seem like a much smaller place and highlight youthful and
unapologetic ambition as a key life ingredient. It was an absolute
pleasure to listen to Barry and we thank him for his wonderful
contribution to our evening. The presentation evening was extremely
well attended and it was fantastic to see students exuding the
confidence and pride that their achievements have brought them.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of the students who
have moved on to the next stage of their educational journey, our
very best wishes for the future.

Award Winners:
Faye Gregory - John Sutch Award for the Arts

Charlie Davies - Hubert Smith Award for English Literature

Rachael Moore - Joseph William Parbutt Memorial Trust: Award for
Modern Languages, Engineering, Architecture or Survey. Alan
Youatt Award for Science.

Oliwia Figura -  McDougall Award : Award for Food

Studies

Edward Dale - Foundation Trust Community Award

Charlie Partington - ICT and Technology Award

Matthew Busby, Emily Wynne Edwards and Daniel Edwards -
Rotary Award for Student Literacy Mentors

Brett Twist and Megan Parkinson - Foundation Trust Award for
Philosophy and Ethics

Katie Cutler - Ernest and Lily Parbutt Memorial Trust Award for Art,
English and History

George Mortimer - Young Award for Mathematics

Becky Brookfield - The William Cambridge Award for Work
Experience

Jordan Leese - Adrian Richards Shield for Dedication in Sport

Emily Bonet-Wheatley - Key Stage 3 Award

Cameron Marsh - Key Stage 4 Award

Brett Twist - Sixth Form Award

Russel Green - Parents’ Association Blake Mere House Award

Alex Dulson-Edwards - Parents’ Association Brown Moss House
Award

Joshua McGregor - Parents’ Association Oss Mere House Award

Victoria Hopwood - Parents’ Association Red Brook House Award

Cameron Marsh - Kinsey Award for Sporting Achievement in Year
11

Tamisa Bailey - Kinsey Award for Sporting Endeavour in Year 11

Mollie Davies - Town Council Music Award www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

Awards Evening
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On Monday 26th September 16 Year 9 students joined students at The Marches School. They welcomed staff and current
undergraduate students from St John’s College, University of Cambridge for a sequence of talks. The students were
given a talk on ‘Life at Cambridge University’ by Access Officer, Megan Goldman-Roberts, and this was followed by
sessions on Science and Humanities, designed to give Year 9 students an insight into how these subjects are taught at

Year 11 students from Sir John Talbot’s School and Thomas Adams
took part in a Business Enterprise Day run by Müller on Thursday 8th

September. This was an excellent event and we would like to give a
big thank you to the staff at Müller for arranging such an inspiring day
for our students.

BUSINESS
ENTERPRISE DAY

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

Cambridge Access Tour
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Fantastically successful sponsored walk on Tuesday 20th

September. All Key Stage 3 were bussed to Ash where
they started their 10 km walk. It was a great success with
students and staff in positive spirits returning back to
school for some light refreshments in the dining area.
Thank you to all parents for your support in helping to get
your children prepared by returning reply slips promptly and
providing drinks and packed lunches. A huge thank you to
Mrs Apperley for the excellent organisation of the event in
celebration of SJT Founders Day.

SPONSORED WALK

Individual notable performances were:
Charles Davies – 2 A*, 7 A, 2 Distinctions, 2 B
Cerys Evans – 1 A*, 7 A, 2  B
Rachel Moore – 5 A*, 3 A, 2 B, 1 C
George Mc Cormick – 2 Distinction*, 3 A, 8 B
Katie Cutler – 1 A*, 2 A, 2 Distinction, 7 B, 1 C
Ashleigh Heath – 6 A, 2 Distinction, 3 B, 1 C
Sadie Henschel-Kelly – 7 A, 3 B, 1 C
George Mortimer – 1 A*, 3 A, 2 Distinction, 5 B,
1 C
Maisie Owen – 1 A*, 5 A, 5 B

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

Primary University Trip
Year 6 students from Lower Heath Primary recently embarked
on a trip to Chester University on Wednesday 28th September,
as part of The Futures Award programme, recently launched at
SJT. The trip to Chester University was designed to ignite the
aspirations of Year 6 students and provide them with an insight
into Higher Education and the opportunities that will be
available to them in the future.

Students spent the day at the Chester University Parkgate Road
Campus and attended a range of activities and presentations.
Activities included: ‘Step into Secondary’ by Performing Pathways, a
‘University Journey’ workshop and a graduation ceremony, where
students collected their certificates wearing their very own mortar
boards which they
made themselves.
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 This year GCSE grades at the school
continued to improve, with 100% of
students gaining at least 5 GCSE passes
and 10% of students achieving at least 5 A*
and A grades.

GCSE
RESULTS



During the summer holidays staff and students completed various challenges
towards their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Diamond Challenge. Mr Sanders and Mrs
Morcumb completed their challenge to walk Hadrian's Wall - all 84 miles of it! Year
13 student Jess Furber walked around the three biggest lakes in Wales in three
days. Gayle Fowles and Jodie White (previous Gold Award students) completed a
parachute jump!
The challenges continue to go on until the end of 2016 and anyone can take part.
Please see DofE.org for more details of how to become involved.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Diamond Challenge

On Saturday 24th

September the Silver
Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award students took
part in the annual
Snowdon Challenge
following the Rhyd Ddu
path.
Although the day
started well the winds
picked up considerably
into the afternoon and
it became too difficult
to carry on.
Unfortunately we didn’t
reach the top of
Snowdon this year but
we will take the
challenge on again in
the spring.
The students then
visited the Dutch café
at the foot of Snowdon
in Rhyd Ddu and were
treated to Dutch
Poffertjes (baby
pancakes) and a Dutch
Apple, bacon and
maple syrup pancake.
So they weren’t too
disappointed!

SILVER AWARD TRIP
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www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

ART TRIP
On Tuesday 11th October students in
Year 11 visited Lake Vyrnwy to create
land art in the style of Andy
Goldsworthy.



Exam
Dates

Year 11 - 1ST MOCK EXAMS
14th November – 25th November
YEAR 11 - DRAMA UNIT 2
Week beginning 12th December TBC
Year 9 - ECDL TESTS
12th December – 16th December
These will take place during ICT
lessons
Year 9 - SUBJECT EXAMS
3rd January – 13th January
Sixth Form - MOCK EXAMS
30th January – 10th February
Year 9 - ECDL TESTS
13th February – 17th February
These will take place during ICT
lessons
Year 11 - 2nd MOCK EXAMS
27th February – 10th March
Year 10 - SUBJECT EXAMS
2nd May – 12th May
Year 9 - ECDL TESTS
22nd May – 26th May
These will take place during ICT
lessons
Year 9 - ECDL TESTS
19th June – 23rd June
These will take place during ICT
lessons
Year 7 and 8 - FOUNDATION
SUBJECT EXAMS
19th June – 30th June
All subjects except English, Maths and
Science
Year 7 and 8 - CORE SUBJECT
EXAMS
3rd July – 7th July
Core subjects – English, Maths and
Science

EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS START
15th MAY 2017

From this term, as well as printed copies

being handed out to students, school letters

may now also be emailed out to relevant

parents/carers via the ‘In-Touch’ system.

Weekly Parent Bulletins can be found under

the Parent & Students section on the website.

 If your child is absent for any reason, please

let us know by 8.30am. Call the School on

01948 660600 and choose option 1. Please

leave your child’s name, tutor group and

reason for absence. Please remember to

inform us if you have changed your email

address.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk
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Sir John Talbot’s School Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BY

T. 01948 660600 E. admin@sirjohntalbots.co.uk W. www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

Autumn 2016 | 6

This Summer Year 12 and 13 students collected
their A Level  and AS Level results. Students
tore open their envelopes to discover their
grades with the realisation that their hard-work
had been rewarded. Students and staff
celebrated a pass rate of over 95%, with both
Chemistry and Art having 100% of students
achieving A*- B and overall 63% of students
achieved at least one A* - B.

SIR JOHN TALBOT’S SIXTH FORM

A LEVEL RESULTS DAY 2016


