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Welcome to the first edition of The
Sir John Talbot’s School newsletter.
This is a momentous time in the life
of Sir John Talbot's as we began the
year as a new academy under the
umbrella of The Marches Academy
Trust.  The relationship with The
Marches Academy is very strong,
with common ideologies, access to
shared resources and a common
goal of enabling all students to
achieve or exceed their
potential.  Educational practice is
constantly evolving and so is Sir
John Talbot's. We aspire to being
at the cutting edge, and in

partnership with The Marches we can reap the benefits of
a large school without losing the intimacy of a smaller community school.

In the last twelve months we have: restructured the curriculum, changed
the times of the school day, introduced a structured reading and literacy
program, developed strategies for improved learning experiences,
improved marking and assessment and reorganised classrooms. We are
not finished yet, there are many developments that I want to see through in
the next twelve months and years to come. You will already have seen the
changes to reception and you will soon see further refurbishment and
updated ICT equipment.

I am very proud of everything we have achieved so far and believe as a
school we have now set our course to be even better. The endorsement
from Ofsted recently stating that this is a Good school only reflects where
we were at the time of the inspection, we are more than that. This is a living
and breathing school, it is a vibrant learning community and a friendly,
happy and safe environment in which students can thrive.
Our mantra at SJT is that this is an excellent school, where behaviour is
excellent, where we expect the highest standards in teaching and learning,
and where we do the best by students of all abilities in a quality environment.

This is a school that cares! We look after the details, small and large.
We care when a student is dressed smartly or not, when a child is on time
or not, whether homework is completed or not, in the same way we care
whether a child can read to the correct level or access the curriculum fully.
In this way we will ensure the futures of all our children are positive and
enabling of choices beyond school age.

In September we took our year seven students on an adventure weekend
which presented students with challenges and opportunities to build
relationships. This will be repeated next year, it had a massive impact on
the students and many said at the end they didn’t want to come home.
Students were stretched to their limits, problem solving, working as a team,
learning about survival and facing personal fears. I want every school
experience to be equally challenging and engaging, I want every child to go
home every day having been stretched, happy but exhausted and wanting
to come back for more.

We are constantly looking at ways to improve, and make our best better. If
you have any thoughts or comments let us know and anything we can do
we will put in place.

Sir John Talbot’s opened its doors to
welcome prospective parents and
students on Thursday 25th September.

The school hall was packed to capacity
with standing room only.  The evening
began with a welcome talk from Mr O’
Toole, followed by a presentation of
school life from a student’s perspective
with further information from Assistant
Headteachers: Ms Glackin and Mrs
Dawson.

Parents and students were taken on
tours of the departments and invited to
take part in subject based activities,
ranging from dissecting lungs in the
Science Faculty to an enamel jewellery
making workshop in the Creativity
Faculty.

We had very positive feedback and
comments from visiting parents and
enthusiastic students alike, including the
following quotes from parents:

“These classrooms look like they’re
places where children can learn, not
places where children sit”.

Another parent commented: “I’m so
inspired by what I’ve seen; I want to take
the subject myself”.

A huge thank you to all our staff and
students for showing the school as it is,
a place where healthy happy students
can learn and achieve.

Anyone who has not visited us before,
please come and see for yourselves the
quality learning environment, excellent
facilities and the community feel of our
school.

OPEN EVENING
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AWARDS EVENING
On Friday 12th September, Sir John Talbot’s School hosted a spectacular evening to celebrate the
outstanding achievements of students. The school hall was an array of trophies and flowers and prizes
were awarded for a range of prestigious achievements. With over 150 people in attendance, the event also
included sensational musical performances from current students.

The evening began with a welcome from Mr David O’Toole, Headteacher and a roundup was given on the
achievements of the last year by Head Boy and Girl, Sam Boardman and Lauren Bond. The event was attended
by parents, students, local dignitaries and invited guests.

Mr David O’Toole, Headteacher of Sir John Talbot’s School commented, “A huge congratulations goes to our
award winners and many thanks to all those involved in making this an outstanding advert for the achievements
of students at the school.  Special thanks must also go to award sponsors and to Belton Cheese for their
generous contribution. I am very proud of everything we have achieved together so far as a school community. As
a group of young people this year group have made great progress and have bright futures ahead of them. This is
a year group that understood anything worth doing, is worth doing well”.

The Special Awards were presented to students by Mr Bob Pearson, Chair of Governors.

A full list of all award winners can be found on our website - www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk
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COLOMENDY
Four members of staff and twenty eight Year 7
students from Sir John Talbot’s School,
recently departed Whitchurch and headed off
to North Wales for a weekend of activities at
the Colomendy Centre, near Mold. This
annual trip provides a rewarding experience
for a large proportion of Year 7 students and
is instrumental in laying the foundation for a
positive ethos in the year group as a whole.
The weekend was packed full of multi-
activity challenges to allow students to mix
and initiate new friendships, as well as
develop their team building and
leadership skills.

The transition from Primary to
Secondary School is a milestone in
young people’s lives and Sir John
Talbot’s do all that they can to ensure
this is a smooth and enjoyable process. The
trip to the Colomendy Centre in North
Wales forms a crucial part of this journey
and is designed to help Year 7 students
develop new friendships, as well as
enhance their skills. Students challenged
each other, as well as themselves, on the
aerial trekking course and worked in
teams to complete a number of tasks.

The students had great fun and have come
back with some lovely memories.

Staff and students from Sir John Talbot's School have been working collaboratively with Whitchurch Junior School to help
deliver a variety of South American Design and Technology, Art and Music workshops.

The two day programme provided students with a greater understanding of South American Culture, while they also developed
their creativity and practical skills. The project has been extremely beneficial to the Year 11 and Year 12 students who helped
deliver the workshops, imparting their knowledge and supporting younger learners. The projects included jewellery making,
manufacturing a rain stick usingTextiles Technology, creating carnival headdresses, playing
samba percussion instruments and supporting students and staff in making eye of the gods art
work. The South American Arts Event is a week long programme arranged by Whitchurch Junior
School staff.

SJT feel very privileged to be invited to take part in such a
fantastic event and look forward to working together in future
projects.

PRIMARY

WORKSHOP

YEAR 7
TRANSITION

Rebecca Stokes is
working towards her
adult leadership award
for the Whitchurch
Scouts.

Lauren Bond is also
working towards her
adult leadership at 1st
Prees Brownies.

WHITCHURCH SCOUTS
&

PREES BROWNIES



On Monday 29th September, The
Marches Multi-Academy Trust was
officially launched to students and staff,
as members of the Student Leadership
Groups swapped schools for the day
and reported back to colleagues on
their experiences via a live feed in a
whole school assembly.

The schools organised a day of activities
on 29th September, to embrace and
promote the newly formed collaborative
partnership between these two North
Shropshire Schools.

Eleven students from Sir John Talbot’s
swapped places with eleven students from
The Marches School in Oswestry. During
their visit they went on a ‘fact finding
mission’ to gather information to present
back to colleagues during a whole school
assembly. Students from the school’s
Student Leadership Groups attended a
lesson, dined in the dinner hall, went on a
school tour and interviewed the
Headteacher. At the end of the day, the
schools conducted a live link during a
whole school assembly, where students
interviewed their colleagues, who were at
the partner school, to find out what they
had learnt.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk
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The Silver DofE group and some staff recently took on the annual ' Snowdon Challenge'. All the
students made it to the top, and even had a view!

The DofE GOLD Qualifying expedition took place in July 2014 in Mid Wales. participants had to carry
out a 4 day expedition walking around 15 to 20km per day and wild camping at night. All 9 sixth
formers passed their expedition and are now well on their way to completing their Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Award.

Excellent presentations were given by the Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award groups on
Thursday 2nd October to parents, staff and governors. The groups spoke about the experiences they
had while on their qualifying expeditions last July. Although both groups found the experience a
challenge, they worked as a team and all achieved their goals.

SILVER AWARD

GOLD AWARD

STUDENTS SWAP SCHOOLS

DISCO
Disco on 10th July raised £108
for Cancer Research.
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FRIENDS OF SJT
The Friends of Sir John Talbot's School have held their first meetings of the school year and
we have been delighted to add several new members to our ranks who have come armed
with plenty of enthusiasm and ideas!

Save the Date - Friday 5th December 5.30 - 7.30 - SJT Christmas Fayre

The planning for this year’s Christmas Fayre is well under way and we are hoping to have a
German Market type atmosphere. Santa will be paying us a visit this year and his elves are
already searching for the perfect presents for the children who visit him.

This year's Christmas Raffle will consist entirely of Hampers! Each form group in school
has been asked to select a theme and create a hamper of goodies, so please ask your son
or daughter what their form's theme is. Raffle tickets will be sent home closer to the time.

Last year, the Tombola was our 'best seller'! We had three long tables, crammed with prizes
and it had sold out within half an hour!We would love to do the same again this year, and as
such we would be grateful for any items which you think may be suitable. These can be
dropped into reception at any time where a box will be provided for collection.

If you would like any further information, or would like to come to our next meeting, please
contact Alison Rastelli rastelli.a@sjttc.org

The SJT Superchoir is going from strength to
strength. It now has over 80 members who are all
busy practising ready for the upcoming Christmas
period. With a Spain tour planned for July 2015 and
involvement in The Wizard of Oz production, this
year promises to be an exciting time for the choir.
Please note...new members are always welcome!!
Every voice helps!

The Hampton Veterinary Centre Malpas
had a 100 year party at the weekend with
a Great British Bake Off - Alistair Shah
decided to enter the Animal themed Cake
and Jessica Shah decided to enter the 6
cup cake competition category.

Alistair gained 3rd place for his Spider
Cake and Jessica gained 2nd
place for her bug and reptile
cakes. A good achievement as
they were competing against
adults.

They were dressed in fancy dress
as they entered the dog
competitions and Jessica gained 3rd
place with her dog Ruby for best dog
trick.

GREAT BRITISH BAKE OFF!

Staff and students from Sir John Talbot's
School recently worked collaboratively with
Whitchurch Junior School to help deliver a
variety of South American Design and
Technology, Art and Music workshops.

The two day programme provided students
with a greater understanding of South
American Culture, while they also developed
their creativity and practical skills. The project
has been extremely beneficial to the Year 11
and Year 12 students who helped deliver the
workshops, imparting their knowledge and
supporting younger learners. The projects
included jewellery making, manufacturing a
rain stick using Textiles Technology, creating
carnival headdresses, playing samba
percussion instruments and supporting
students and staff in making eye of the gods
art work. The South American Arts Event is a
week long programme arranged by
Whitchurch Junior School staff. The week
ended with a procession in The Blackberry
fair, where students showcased all their hard
work and efforts.

Sir John Talbot’s feel very privileged to be
invited to take part in such a fantastic event
and look forward to working together during
future projects.

BLACKBERRY FAIR



Year 7 competed in North
Shropshire 5-a-side football
at Thomas Adams.

The team included: Luke
Cummings, Matthew
Jackson, Owen Kinsey, Ewan
Bradshaw, Hugh Davies,
Sam Haughton.

Year 7 5-a-side
Football

05P.E. News
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YEAR 8 FOOTBALL
The team recently played the County Cup first
round tie V Lakelands.

Well done to those who attend
Hockey after school on Fridays.

Hockey Club

EMERGING SCHOOLS TOURNAMENT
We were invited to Crewe &
Nantwich RUFC Emerging
Schools Tournament. Year
8s (& 7s) were brilliant all
day, both in effort and
attainment - a brilliant advert
for the school. They were
excellent with coaches,
organisers and officials.
Led by Matthew Busby they
finished runners up!

This was a great event at Whitchurch CC
which looked fantastic. Brown Moss won
both boys & girls competitions. The Year 9
Cricket Activator Leaders were amazing.

YEAR 7 INTER-HOUSE CRICKET

For all thelatest sportnews andresults,please visitthe schoolwebsite.

Sam has always been a sports enthusiast starting with football from
an early age; he then went on to play for Whitchurch Alport Football
Club. He now plays for Market Drayton Tigers. Sam will have a go
at any sport, he has played for the school’s cricket team but Sam’s
latest venture is boxing. He has wanted to do this from around the
age of 7 but he wasn’t old enough.

Twelve months ago Sam joined the Severnside Boxing Club in
Shrewsbury ran by Mr Colin Hough who has many years of
experience in the boxing world.  Sam has had three fights over the
last year, winning one match and drawing another. He gets up at
6am every day to run 3 miles before school, as well as weight work
after school. He attends boxing club every Monday and Wednesday
evening for training and also plays football on Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday.

Sam has met Richie Woodall and a footballer from Wolves who
gave him some good advice. Sam has another fight coming up in 2
weeks.

BOXING
CHAMP



We currently provide opportunities to play football for
children from 5 years old up to a Women's Senior Team.
We have 18 teams (13 boys, 5 girls and a womens' team),
plus we run a Saturday morning "Crèche" for 4-6 year old
boys and girls.

Saturdays are match days for the Girls' teams plus the
Under 7 Boys. Sundays are match days for rest of the
Boys’ teams and the Women.

Training is currently split between Monday and
Wednesday nights at the Rugby Club. Sessions run
between 6-9 pm, costing £2 per session.

We are an FA Charter Standard Community Club, with
FA Qualified Coaches, who are CRB/DBS checked. This
season we have become a Nike Partner Club.

For more details please contact:
Email: wajfccoms@gmail.com

WHITCHURCH ALPORT
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB

Sir John Talbot’s School Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BY

T. 01948 660600 E. admin@sirjohntalbots.co.uk W. www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

WHITCHURCH SPORTS
Get in the game…

Whitchurch Triathlon Club caters for both junior and adult athletes, from
complete novices through to multiple Ironmen, membership packages are
available for families/juniors/adults and multiple adults.

All sessions are coached by British Triathlon and UK Athletics Coaches.

Monday - Night Masters Swimming 20:00-21:00 at Whitchurch Swimming
pool for over 14 years old, normal pool admission price applies

Wednesday – Group ride leaving SJT at 19:00 for approximately 1 hour
Members only.

Thursday Night – Track based running sessions focusing on running
technique 19:00 – 20:00 priced £2 for non members/ £1.50 for members.

Saturday – 09:00 – 10:00 changes weekly but often a run based session
from Dearnford Lake.

Please contact David Wilson on 07747797406 for more details.

WHITCHURCH TRIATHLON CLUB
Affiliated to Badminton England and Shropshire Badminton Association.

Club night: Tuesday 8.00pm – 10.00pm
Play at: SJT Sports Centre
Costs: £80 (Juniors £40) for season from Mid September – Mid April, new
members joining and paying membership within first month half price £40
(£20 juniors), for season 2014-2015. (New member a player who has not
previous been a member of the club according to WBC records).

Pay and play is available with the first night free followed by a maximum of
a further 4 nights at £5 per night. Coaching available if required may cost
extra depending on requirements.

For more details, please contact:
Jon Richards       07841 741 954 / jonr7360@me.com
Ian Mercer          01939 235 893 / fliss.mercer@btinternet.com

WHITCHURCH BADMINTON CLUB

Whitchurch Wasps is a friendly local swimming club offering individuals the opportunity to
improve their strokes, increase stamina, compete in galas, enjoy themselves and generally
participate in healthy recreation. We train at Whitchurch Swimming Centre  and welcome
applications from new potential members aged 8 upwards able to swim 50 metres in at least
3 strokes.

WHITCHURCH WASPS

The dedicated Sensei who teach and coach Kempo Ju Jitsu are totally committed to the
art, its past, present and future and to all the students who wish to learn. This allows them
to progress according to their individual requirements, not to a set timed curriculum, whilst
developing discipline and respect.

We have no sporting or competitive aspect.  We also want our student to enjoy themselves
whilst they learn.

Training times for Tuesday and Thursday are:

● 7-8 pm for students 6 years and older
● 8-9 pm for older students

Tel: 01948 660660 (Leisure centre)
Mob: 07838 253742 (Sensei Buzz) / mark.busby@hkjjr.co.uk
Mob:07919 032447 (Sensei Alf) / alf.busby@hkjjr.co.uk

Hollies Tennis Club (Tarporley Road, Whitchurch, SY13 1LP) is the
only tennis club in Whitchurch and has been in existence for over 80
years. There are 3 flood lit all weather courts   with a Swiss style
pavilion with a view over all courts. The Club has its own professional
coach who leads the junior section and is on hand for the seniors and
beginners. There are 9 league teams, club competitions and plenty of
social tennis.

Club nights are Wednesdays at 7pm. Ladies and men’s practice nights
start in March. Junior coaching is on Saturday 2pm-6pm from March
to December. The annual fee is seniors £85, Juniors £20 and students
£30.

Club contacts are secretary Sandra Logan 01948 661183. Junior
co-ordinator Yvonne Shrimplin 01948 663600

HOLLIES TENNIS CLUB

Whitchurch Hockey Club runs two Mens and two Ladies sides, as well as a
Junior section (U13s and U15s) and an Academy for U12s. Senior training
takes place at Whitchurch Leisure Centre, every Wednesday between
7.30pm – 9pm in the capable hands of our coaches Craig Hockenhull
(Ladies) and Alex Fry (Men), with Junior training on the same evening from
6.30-7.30pm.  Academy sessions are on Saturday mornings from 10-
11.30am.  We run an after-school club at Sir John Talbot’s on Friday
afternoons, which is also open to Year 6 children from local primary schools.

For more information visit our website at
http://www.whitchurchhockeyclub.com,
Email  secretary@whitchurchhockeyclub.com
or contact Alex Fry on 07770 623471.

WHITCHURCH HOCKEY CLUB


