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The weather may have been cold over the last few weeks but it has not cooled our ambition and enthusiasm.
We have seen some excellent sporting achievements during the course of this term with many students
participating in fixtures across the county. Well done to our sports teams who continue to grow and develop
taking the roar of the Sir John Talbot's lion to face any competition.

Parents, relatives and friends will all be able to show their own sporting side on 9th April 2017 when it is planned
to host the inaugural Whitchurch 10k run from Sir John Talbot's. There will be an opportunity for all to get
involved whatever their age or fitness. Whether you are a first time runner or an experienced race competitor,
everyone will be able to take part. We hope to make this an annual fun event to promote the school, the town
and healthy lifestyles whilst working in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support. We hope you can join us;
details will be shared via the school website and will be available through the leisure centre.

Students in exam years have had mock examinations recently and Year 9 will have assessments early in the
new year prior to their option choices. Please support your child to keep a balanced revision programme going
alongside their holiday fun.  This is the first Year 11 to take examinations in English and Maths under the new
grading system of 9-1 rather than A* - G (9 being the highest, 5 and above being the gold standard), all other
subjects will be graded A* - G for the last time in 2017. Nationally, the same proportion of students will be
graded 9-4 that would usually be graded A*- C. It is for this reason that all students have targets between 9 and
1 and assessments graded on the same scale. We will continue to offer additional support to students where
needed and recommend that all Year 11 continue to attend the Monday and Wednesday Maths and English
study sessions which have been having a huge impact on student achievement.

Standards and expectations are high at Sir John Talbot's and I appreciate your support in everything we do to
reach the maximum potential for your child. Please remind them to arrive punctually and meet the expectations
of the SMART system. Last year students went on from our sixth form in to a range of universities,
apprenticeships and employment. Students have secured choices through high levels of achievement at GCSE
and A level by meeting expectations and embracing everything on offer at the school.

Throughout this term we have seen students show their respects on Armistice Day, contributing to community
projects such as painting at Hawkstone Park, facing challenges at Colomendy and on Duke of Edinburgh’s and
raising funds for charities during cake sales and coffee mornings. Students continue to show that they are
growing as global citizens and developing skills for life. We have a wonderful student body of which you should
rightly be proud. Well done everyone for another great term and have a wonderful Christmas break.

School Meals daily spend limit
The school operates a daily spend limit of £5.00 per student in the canteen area.
Should you wish for this limit to be increased in respect of your child, please write to the school,
indicating what limit you wish to be in place.
Please clearly indicate your child’s name in the letter and the preferred daily spend limit.
H.M.Prince
Facilities Manager

Reminder
Students should be dropped off and collected
from the front of school only (Leisure Centre
entrance).
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
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The whole school observed a 2 minute silence with the Last Post
played before students left their tutor rooms for break. The
silence across the school was very powerful indeed, observed
respectively by all students. Members of the Whitchurch Army
Cadets, dressed in their uniforms for the occasion, led the
silence in tutor rooms and in assembly. Year 7 students were
asked to research a relation who fought in the wars and Sophie
Thompson in 7PRS did a wonderful job of producing a 'True or
False' game about her Great Grandfather which was very special
indeed. Other students also produced poems, artwork and
stories reflecting on the soldiers who lost their lives in the wars.

Pictured below are students from Dr
Thorley's tutor group who made
fantastic cakes and biscuits for the
Children in Need Coffee Morning.
This raised just over £100 towards
our total of nearly £500.  We can
just see the delicious cake
baked by Dr Thorley
herself. A great effort with
Pudsey Bear popping in
to show his support! We raised over £100!

Students listened attentively in
assemblies during anti-bullying week to
the information from the Anti-bullying
Alliance on how we can prevent
bullying at SJT. Students say they are
determined to tackle any bullying and
that they know what to do if it happens
to them or someone they know. At

School Council meetings and in student and parent surveys,
feedback is positive on how the school deals with bullying,
with 92% of parents saying that their child is happy at school
and feels safe. You tell us that you are confident that teachers
will deal with any bullying in school. There will be a zero level
of tolerance on bullying at SJT, so let's work together.

A huge thank you to everyone
who made and bought cakes
from the Year 8 cake sale on
Wednesday 2nd November. It
was a huge success which
raised £130.38 for the
Shropshire Deaf Children's
Society.  A fantastic turn out
from both staff and students.
Special mentions to Amy
Griffiths and Evie Rymer in Year
8 who organised the event with
Miss Brinkworth.

News



On Tuesday 8th November the whole of Year 7 travelled
to Birmingham on two coaches to visit two very different
religious buildings. The students were welcomed to the
Guru Nanak Gurdwara in Smethwick and the Buddhist
Peace Pagoda in Ladywood.
They looked at the different features of each building
which will help the students with their studies on

religious buildings and their forthcoming
homework project for RE this term which

is to make a model of a religious
building.
While in the Gurdwara they were
invited to sample some food and they
enjoyed chapattis, lentil daal, ginger
curry and rice pudding.

On Thursday 17th November students in Years 10 and 12
went to the NEC in Birmingham to take part in a careers day.

CAREERS EVENTS
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Before Half Term, thirteen Year 9 students attended a NHS
careers day at Shrewsbury Town Football Club and found out
information about some of the 350 careers available in the NHS,
including what subjects and grades they would need to access
them. They also got to take part in practical sessions, scrub up
as a surgeon and wear a suit that helped them to understand
what it's like to feel old! Students were inspired and gained
insight into possible career paths.

CAREERS

DAY

Whitchurch
Air Cadets

FAITH
VISIT



Year 10 Technology students were recently invited to take
part in the build a glider challenge organised and run by the
RAF Cosford STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths) ambassadors. The event took place at Sir John
Talbot's School and provided challenge and enjoyment to all
that took part. The brief was to design a glider to carry a bottle
of water over an extended distance. The students involved
developed team working, understanding of centre of gravity
and aspects of aerodynamics. Well done to the students and
staff involved.

STEM GLIDER
CHALLENGE DAY
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Year 8 girls have been taking part
in rugby with rugby coach Rhys
Roberts from The Rugby Football
Union as part of an initiative to get more
youngsters playing. There has been a fantastic
response from students so far which is down to
the excellent coaching from Rhys. A top player
himself, he has inspired our students to become
more involved.

GIRLS RUGBY

The school recently attended the North Shropshire
School's Swimming Gala. With a record 9 schools in
attendance, competition was fierce and all our school
swimmers represented the school superbly. Notably the
U13 girls team who came 4th overall with star swimmer,
Sicily Mason leading the way. Sicily was crowned North
Shropshire Champion for the 50m breaststroke for her
age group and also was runner up in the 50m
backstroke. A massive congratulations to Sicily and to
all our swimmers who took part.

SWIMMING GALA



The Diamond Challenge continues for the Duke of Edinburgh's students and
in fact their mums!! Jess Booth and her mum climbed a mountain while in
Australia and Jess Shah and her mum made it to the top of Snowdon, leaving
Whitchurch at 4.30 a.m. and starting to walk along the Pyg Track at 7.00 a.m.
Congratulation to you both for completing your Diamond Challenge.

Mr Sanders and Mrs
Morcumb joined former
Head Girl Lauren Bond
and her family at the
Gold Award ceremony at
St. James’ Palace on

Tuesday 15th November.
Mrs Morcumb was
presented to the Duke
who was very
knowledgeable about ‘Sir
John Talbot’. He also
spoke with Mr Sanders
and suggested his Gold
certificate, which he
achieved in 1978, was
framed and hung in the
loo! Lauren was thrilled to
have been presented
with her award by the 95
year old Duke and was
also lucky enough to
have a conversation with
him. Lauren has been a
fantastic DofE participant
completing Bronze, Silver
and Gold at SJT. Lauren
is now studying at
Chester University. A
great honour for Lauren,
her family and the school.

GOLD PRESENTATION
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The Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
participants headed for North Yorkshire for their
first training weekend on Friday. They stayed in
the YHA Hawes Youth Hostel and spent Friday
evening planning a walk in the Malham Cove
area. As seems to be the pattern with Gold DofE
we were treated to snowy conditions and both
students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the walk –
making snow angels – and throwing snowballs!!

GOLD
EXPEDITION



Exam
Dates

Year 9 - SUBJECT EXAMS
3rd January – 13th January
Sixth Form - MOCK EXAMS
30th January – 10th February
Year 9 - ECDL TESTS
13th February – 17th February
These will take place during ICT
lessons

Year 11 - 2nd MOCK EXAMS

27th February – 10th March
Year 10 - SUBJECT EXAMS
2nd May – 12th May
Year 9 - ECDL TESTS
22nd May – 26th May
These will take place during ICT
lessons
Year 9 - ECDL TESTS
19th June – 23rd June
These will take place during ICT
lessons
Year 7 and 8 - FOUNDATION
SUBJECT EXAMS
19th June – 30th June
All subjects except English, Maths and
Science
Year 7 and 8 - CORE SUBJECT
EXAMS
3rd July – 7th July
Core subjects – English, Maths and
Science

EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS START
15th MAY 2017

As well as printed copies being handed out to

students, school letters may now also be

emailed out to relevant parents/carers via the

‘In-Touch’ system.

Weekly Parent Bulletins can be found under

the Parent & Students section on the website.

If your child is absent for any reason, please

let us know by 8.30am. Call the School on

01948 660600 and choose option 1. Please

leave your child’s name, tutor group and

reason for absence. Please remember to

inform us if you have changed your email

address.
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Spring Term 2017
Tuesday 3rd January – Friday 7th April
Half Term: Monday 20th February – Friday 24th

February
Easter Holidays: Monday 10th April – Friday
21st April
PD Day: Monday 27th February

Summer Term 2017
Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July
Half Term: Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June
PD Days: Monday 1st July, Monday 24th July,
Tuesday 25th July

TERM DATES

U14 Girls Football
team beat Belvidere
School 4-0.
U12 Boys Football
beat Lakelands
Academy 12-1.

Years 11, 12
and 13

photographs
take place on

Friday 6th

January.
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A group of Year 12 and 13 students have been painting
this year's Santa Safari at Hawkestone Park Follies.
Braving damp caves they were very ably supported and
hosted by Hayley and Rob, the park   managers, who
provided refreshments and boundless encouragement.
We are extremely grateful for the wonderful work
experience that the students have had and would like to
thank the team at Hawkestone for this marvellous
opportunity. The Christmas experience at the follies
sees over 8,000 visitors during the Christmas period and
is a unique magical adventure for children young and
old. Tickets are on sale now from Hawkestone Park.

SIR JOHN TALBOT’S SIXTH FORM

MURAL PAINTING AT


