
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
Road Safety 
Please remind your children about the need to observe road safety when arriving at and leaving school. We held a whole 
school assembly this week to remind all students of the need to take care when crossing roads, riding bicycles and using mobile 
phones while walking. I have observed some students stepping out into the road without paying attention and would urge you to 
support me in reminding all students to take extra care, especially in the darker evenings. We have made a change to the way 
students walk on and off site and now ask that if students are walking to school they enter and exit along the footpath and not 
across the field. The reason is to reduce the risk of an accident on Tilstock road. If students exit on the path at the side of the field 
cars will have a better chance of seeing students on the road side before crossing. Staff will on occasions walk along side 
students towards town to monitor behaviour and set expectations. I have reminded all students of the need for good behaviour to 
be observed on and off site and the fact that behaviour in and out of school can and will be challenged by staff as appropriate.  
Thank you for your support in this important matter. 
 
Mr O’Toole, Headteacher 
 
Homework 
Following a review of behaviour points recorded on the system it has become apparent that a number of students are consistently 
not handing in homework or handing in homework of poor quality. Homework is compulsory and students should expect to 
receive a sanction if deadlines are missed. May I take this opportunity to remind you that the library is open every day during 
break and lunch and Homework Club is available after school until 4:30pm Monday to Thursday. All students should be recording 
homework in their planner and have access to Milk (if Milk accounts are locked students should speak to their tutor to reset their 
password).  
 
Operation Christmas Child 
The sixth form charity committee have taken assemblies this week to launch the Operation Christmas Child appeal. We ran this 
project two years ago and had amazing success sending over 100 present boxes to those less fortunate. The committee have 
asked that all forms create at least two boxes between them; one for a boy and one for a girl. If students wish to create extra 
boxes either alone or in small groups then they are most welcome. Please see the attached guidance on what can and cannot be 
included in the boxes. Completed boxes should be wrapped and taken to Miss before Friday 10 November 2017. 
 
GCSEPod 

At Sir John Talbot's School we want our students to develop into independent learners but recognise that they need some 
support and guidance with this; this is why we subscribe to a fantastic resource called GCSEPod. GCSEPod is an online 
resource that provides short video clips that are specific to the GCSEs that we offer so that students work and revise 
independently. Students can watch these videos on their phones, tablets or laptops. Just go to: https://www.gcsepod.com/ or for 
more details email Mrs Brown: brown.p@sjttc.org  
 
Sixth Form Open Evening 
This event was a great success which was very well attended by parents/carers and prospective Sixth Form students. This 
included many of our current Year 11 students and students from the surrounding Whitchurch area. 
 

Miss Webb, Head of Key Stage 3 and Mrs Apperley Head of Key Stage 4 
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Reminders 
If your child is absent for any reason, please let us know by 
8.30am. Call the School on 01948 660600 and choose 
option 1. Please leave your child’s name, tutor group and 
reason for absence. Please remember to inform us if you 
have changed any of your contact details, including email 
address. Recording of telephone calls: We wish to 
advise you that calls to and from the school, may be 
recorded for training and monitoring purposes.  
Autumn Term 2017 
Tuesday 5th September to Thursday 21st December 2017 
Half term Monday 23rd to Friday 27th October 2017 
Term Dates 2018 – 2019 
Term dates for the academic year 2018 – 2019 can be 
found online here. 

 

Cyber Bullying 
West Mercia Police have started a new campaign to raise 
the profile of dangers of being involved in cyber bullying. 
School are asking parents and carers to be vigilant and 
report any cyber bullying to the West Mercia Police here.  

 

https://www.gcsepod.com/
mailto:brown.p@sjttc.org
http://www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk/information/school-term-dates/
http://www.westmercia,police.uk/becybersmart


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

U13 North Shropshire Rugby Festival 
The first of the North Shropshire U13s Rugby Festival took 
place on 17 October. SJT finished in 3rd place with a great 
victory over Oswestry School. Pictured below: The team 
and Larry Barber seen heading for the line. 

 

 

Whitchurch Career Fest 
Yesterday St Alkmund’s Church hosted the first Whitchurch 
Career Fest in partnership with Sir John Talbot’s School. 
The event showcased the range of career opportunities 
available in Whitchurch and the surrounding area.  
Over 200 students from Years 9, 10 and 11 attended the 
event as well as members from the general public.  
They were given an opportunity to discover career 
opportunities across a variety of business sectors including 
hospitality, health care, the service industry and 
engineering. Exhibitors included Grocontinental, Belton 
Cheese, Blackhurst Garage, BodyTech Health and Fitness, 
Chase Enterprise, Whitchurch Library, Greenfields Care 
Home and Hatchers Solicitors. 

 

 

 
 

First Aid 
Pictured below: Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
participants who have been learning first aid in preparation 
for their expedition. 

 

The Thrill of Love by Amanda Whittington 
At Whitchurch Little Theatre on Wednesday 25th, 
Thursday 26th, Friday 27th October at 7.30pm 
A gripping play dramatising the true story of Ruth Ellis, the 
last woman to be hanged in Britain. A divorcee with a 
young child, Ruth Ellis works in the kind of nightclub 
where there’s more than just a drink on offer. The girls 
work hard, play hard and dream of a movie-star life. Then 
she meets the wealthy, womanising David, a racing driver 
with whom she becomes obsessed. Fame comes – but 
not in the way she imagines. Why does their relationship 
end in murder? It takes a fresh look at the woman behind 
the headlines. Tickets available on www.wltg.org.uk. 
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