
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shropshire Public 
Health Nursing 
Service  

0333 358 3654 

Compass  0345 678 9021 

Early Help  https://shropshire.gov.
uk/early-help/  
 

Parenting Team  01743 250950 

  
SEND Local Offer  
 

https://www.shropshire
.gov.uk/the-send-local-
offer/ 

      | Sir John Talbot’s School, Prees Road, Whitchurch, SY13 2BY 
      | 01948 660600 
      | sjtadmin@mmat.co.uk 
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@SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
 

NOTICES 

CAREERS 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Welcome back after what I hope was an enjoyable Easter break. We have listened to feedback from before the Easter break 
and have adjusted how lessons are being delivered over the coming weeks. From this week work has been set on Class 
Charts and Teams for the whole week. This should allow children and families to plan their time, access to technology and 
resources around family life. I have asked staff to be clear about what needs to be done, by when and how and if the work 
will be marked. 
  
With my own family I have experienced first-hand the challenges of juggling time and resources during lock down alongside 
keeping up the morale and wellbeing of everyone. I have tried with my family to live by the resilient quote: ‘No matter how 
you feel, get up, dress up and show up’. By this I have found that establishing a routine and continuing to structure the day in 
some way my children have coped better with expectations on them. There does not have to be one model for everyone, 
what works for one family will not for another, but children do cope better if you agree in advance times for work and times for 
play either daily or weekly. Family experiences are as important as the schoolwork being set and I am sure you will find your 
own balance. Cooking together, exercise, board games, creative videos and craft activities are all good for the soul. 
We will do all we can to continue to keep in touch during lock down, there is a member of staff allocated to every child as a 
point of contact. Staff will try and make telephone or email contact on a weekly basis so please let us know if there is 
anything we can assist with.  
 
There are many activities and competitions that are taking place which we will advertise on our Facebook 
and website. Please continue to send me examples of artwork, photographs, stories and poems that  
you have been working on.  
 
Take care, keep safe and please continue to follow government advice and guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Murphy, Careers Adviser, will be 
available for remote career guidance 
during the school closure should your 
child have any career or work experience 
related questions or concerns. She will be 
sending out useful articles and will be in 
touch with colleges and sixth forms to 
keep abreast of developments relating to 
admissions. She can be contacted by 
email at murphy.m@mmat.co.uk 
 

Mr D O’Toole 
Headteacher 

Updated DfE guidance  
The guidance for parents on the closure 
of educational settings has been 
updated by the Department for 
Education with additional information, 
regarding the resources and support 
available to help with home educating. 
Please click here. 
 

 
 

Supporting the community  
Students of key workers and staff have 
been busy over the Easter holiday 
supporting the local community where 
we can by donating and making 
personal protective equipment. 100 
face masks were supplied to the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital along with 24 
donated to Betsi Cadwaladr NHS Trust. 
We have also supplied PPE to local 
care homes in Whitchurch including 
Edgeley House following a post seen 
on Facebook requesting support. A 
huge thank you to staff and students 
who made face masks over Easter. 
 

 
 
 

WEBSITE QUICK 
LINKS 
Please click on the following useful 
links to find out more. 

 News. 

 Home Learning 

 Term Dates. 

Please follow us on Facebook @SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
for supplementary home learning ideas, news, 
competitions and feel good stories. We also encourage 
you to share your ideas and interact with our posts! 
 

For news from across the Trust, why not also follow 
@MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 

FACEBOOK 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

Performance faculty 
challenge to students 
During Easter our teachers created a 
‘ball skills challenge’ for students to 
participate in. Students could try one of 
the skills that a teacher demonstrated 
or could even make up their own. They 
were encouraged to speak to their 
school sports teams to see if they 
could create a video with their team 
mates, a great way to stay in contact 
with friends at this time! It is not too 
late to take part, if you are up for the 
challenge, please send your 
completed video to Miss Edwards 
at edwards.l@mmat.co.uk, we would 
love to see as many students getting 
involved with this as possible! Click 
here to view our current videos. 
 

   
 

Student spotlight 
Poppy Wright in 7EB and her family, 
have put together a box of 
activities/donations for Wayfarers, a 
day centre for vulnerable and disabled 
adults. Their donation included: 
quizzes, DVDs, homemade games, 
colouring pages, activity pages, 
jigsaws, card games and homemade 
bookmarks. We are very proud of 
Poppy’s wonderful act of kindness! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trust newsletter  

The Marches Academy  
Trust Spring Newsletter  
has been published. It is  
packed with highlights  
from Cross-Trust  
activities that students  
have partaken in and is  
available to view by clicking here. 
 

Zoom video conferencing app 
& e-safety activity packs 
During this difficult time, an app that 

has become very popular is Zoom, 

used by professionals and individuals 

it has an excellent range of features 

such as real time messaging, sharing 

screens uploading and sharing 

content. However, as with all 

applications that allow access to 

content and provide communication 

links to others, it has risks. A link here 

explains these dangers and suggests 

setting changes which add additional 

levels of security for users. There also 

links to guidance on other very popular 

apps used by teenagers. 
 

If you feel your child would benefit 

from some online safety guidance 

there are a range of age appropriate 

activity packs available here from the 

excellent Thinkuknow website which is 

from CEOP National Crime Agency. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Competitions & Challenges 
Drama opportunity: The National Theatre are providing an online free streaming of four live productions which you would 
normally pay around £10 per ticket for. They are streaming every Thursday in April from 7pm. It is a chance for ALL 
students, parents and staff to watch some prestigious theatre from home. Visit here to view, the offering is: 

 One Man, Two Guvnors: Featuring a Tony Award-winning performance from James Corden as Francis Henshall in this 
hilarious West End and Broadway hit. Streaming from 7pm on Thursday 2 April. Available until 9 April. 

 Jane Eyre: This bold and innovative reimagining of Charlotte Brontë’s masterpiece uncovers one woman’s fight for 
freedom and fulfilment on her own terms. Streaming from 7pm on Thursday 9 April. Available until 16 April. 

 Treasure Island: Robert Louis Stevenson’s story of murder, money and mutiny is brought to life in this thrilling stage 
adaptation. Featuring Arthur Darvill as Long John Silver. Streaming from 7pm on Thursday 16 April. Available until 23 
April.  

 Twelfth Night: Where music is the food of love, and nobody is quite what they seem, anything proves possible in 
Shakespeare's classic comedy. Featuring Tamsin Greig as Malvolia. Streaming from 7pm Thursday 23 April. Available 
until 30 April. 

 

Maths opportunity: Students will have great fun decoding maths clues to find the suspect in this murder mystery.  If you 
think it is something your children might like, visit here. 
 

D&T competition: Rolls-Royce are running a fantastic competition, encouraging aspiring designers up to the age of 16 to 
design their dream Rolls-Royce of the future. Entries close at 12.00 on Monday 18 May 2020. Click the link here, to find 
out more. 
 

PE challenge: Gold medallist and British and European sprint record holder Mickey Bushell MBE will be setting students 
within The Marches Academy Trust a press-up challenge! Follow our Facebook page to find out more, take part and have 
an opportunity to win a medal. 
 

History competition: The Historical Association are running a ‘Write Your Own Historical Fiction Competition 2020’. 
Winning students will each receive a cash prize, engraved paperweight and a year’s free subscription to the Historical 
Association for their school. Entries close Friday 26 June 2020, click here for more details.  
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