
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shropshire Public 
Health Nursing 
Service  

0333 358 3654 

Compass  0345 678 9021 

Early Help  https://shropshire.gov.
uk/early-help/  
 

Parenting Team  01743 250950 

  
SEND Local Offer  
 

https://www.shropshire
.gov.uk/the-send-local-
offer/ 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

I continue to be incredibly impressed with the creativity that our students are sharing with me. I need to give a special mention 
to Lilly White-Culf for the super needle work that she has completed recently, which includes face masks and soft  
toys. Lilly has clearly demonstrated a great deal of skill in her personal project. In addition, Charlie Sanderson  
has been creating ear savers using his 3D printer to support our key workers which is incredibly inventive. He  
has distributed these devices to many grateful medical staff. Well done both. 
 

We have been showing students in school how to make single piece face masks so that when it is unavoidable  
coming into close contact with each other they can wear them as an additional aid. Whilst I do not make any  
claims that such masks will have any preventative value, we have created them to use out of courtesy to each  
other. Students are reminded that social distancing of two meters and hand washing are the best preventative  
measure. We have continued to create clear plastic face shields and have been sharing them with local  
community groups to support them in their day to day work, again we offer them only as a support tool as  
they have not been tested for medical use but hope that in some small way they help. 
 

Whatever you are doing I hope that you are using this time productively to invent, create and to expand your  
mind and broaden your experiences for the better. Used well this time has the potential for you to develop a  
wide range of skills that you might not otherwise have had the time for. 
 

Next Friday will mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day, the end of the Second World War in Europe. At 3pm on  
8th May 1945, The Prime Minister Winston Churchill made a radio speech to tell Britain that the war was over.  
This resulted in a nation rejoicing with men, women and children throwing parties, lighting fires and ringing  
bells. This week is a great opportunity for you to find out about the events of the Second World War and to  
reflect on the lessons we have learned since then. You might also want to create posters or artwork to 
commemorate the occasion and share them with us for the bulletin or social media. I look forward to  
seeing your creations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-Safety – Netflix 
Many of us have heard and made use 

of this very popular video on demand 

service, especially during lock down. 

Providing a broad range of 

documentaries, TV shows and films 

from several genres, it is easy for 

youngsters to watch for hours. The 

service has many tools that could 

cause potential pitfalls for teenagers; 

suggestions of similar programs may 

prove too tempting heightening the 

risk of screen addiction. Creating 

separate user accounts for teenagers 

and adults is suggested, as 

inappropriate content is otherwise 

easy to access. Click here, to find out 

what e-safety measures can be taken. 
 

Planetarium show 
The National Space Station in 
Leicester has put together a 
planetarium show 'we are stars', 
available to view  
on YouTube here.  
Narrated by Andy  
Serkis, who  
provides the voice  
of the Time Master  
– a Victorian gent with his very own 
time tent that will whisk audiences 
back in time 13.8 billion years. 
 

 

 
 
 

Free digital books 
As a school we want to encourage 
reading for pleasure throughout this 
time and there are over 7000 books 
available for free through 
Renaissance, please click here to 
view. 
 

You can also gain free access to 
books by joining your local library 
online and downloading eBooks or if 
you prefer audiobooks try here.  
 

Reading for pleasure 
Our English teachers have been 
reading lots of teen fiction over the 
Easter holidays so that they can 
provide you with recommendations. 
The first one is ‘Counting by 7s’. 
 

‘Counting by 7s’ tells the story of 
Willow Chance, a twelve-year-old 
genius who is obsessed with 
diagnosing medical conditions and 
finds comfort in counting by 7s. It has 
never been easy for her to connect 
with anyone other than her adoptive 
parents, but that has not kept her from 
leading a quietly happy life . . . until 
now. Suddenly Willow's world is 
tragically changed when her parents 
both die in a car crash, leaving her 
alone in a baffling world. Her journey 
to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully 
believable surrogate family is a joy and 
a revelation to read. 
 

Please contact Ms Barnett if you need 
advice on accessing books or if you 
need more recommendations. 
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NOTICES 

CAREERS 
Mrs Murphy, Careers Adviser, will be 
available for remote career guidance 
during the school closure should your 
child have any career or work experience 
related questions or concerns. She will be 
sending out useful articles and will be in 
touch with colleges and sixth forms to 
keep abreast of developments relating to 
admissions. She can be contacted by 
email at murphy.m@mmat.co.uk 
 

Mr D O’Toole 
Headteacher 

WEBSITE QUICK 
LINKS 
Please click on the following useful 
links to find out more. 

 News. 

 Home Learning 

 Term Dates. 

Please follow us on Facebook @SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
for supplementary home learning ideas, news, 
competitions and feel good stories. We also encourage 
you to share your ideas and interact with our posts! 
 

For news from across the Trust, why not also follow 
@MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 

FACEBOOK 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

Issue: 66 
Friday 1st May 2020  

 

SJT maths faculty challenge 

 
Our staff have put together a tangram 

puzzle themed challenge for students to 

try, instructions can be found by clicking 

here.   

Make sure to follow their Instagram 

page @sjt_maths. 

Free Theatre 
Black Eyed Theatre have released a 
free streaming of their live theatre 
production “Teechers” by John Godber 
to schools. Teechers is a play within a 
play and is hilarious. The plot revolves 
around three school leavers, Salty, 
Hobby and Gail, who  
perform to the  
audience an account  
of their time in High  
School. A link to the  
production can be  
found here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Competitions & Challenges 
 
 

D&T competition: Rolls-Royce are running a fantastic competition, encouraging aspiring designers up to the age of 16 to 
design their dream Rolls-Royce of the future. Entries close at 12noon on Monday, 18 May 2020. Click the link here, to find 
out more. 
 

PE challenge: Gold medallist and British and European sprint record holder Mickey Bushell MBE has set students within 
the Marches Academy Trust a press-up challenge! Follow our Facebook page to find out more, take part and have an 
opportunity to win a medal. 
 

History competition: The Historical Association are running a ‘Write Your Own Historical Fiction Competition 2020’. 
Winning students will each receive a cash prize, engraved paperweight and a year’s free subscription to the Historical 
Association for their school. Entries close Friday 26 June 2020, click here for more details.  
 

Geography competition: The Royal Geographical Society are running their Young Geographer of the year competition, 
asking students to submit entries based around the theme of ‘the world beyond my window’, full competition details can be 
found here. The deadline for receipt of all entries is Tuesday 30 June 2020 at 5.00pm. 
 

STEM competition: Rapid have launched the ‘6-week challenge’ designed to incorporate all areas of STEM. The 
challenge revolves around using free Arduino hardware to produce a protective measure to help combat coronavirus. 
Every week students will be presented with a new challenge, with lots of amazing prizes on offer to win. More details 
found here. 
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