
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Shropshire Public 
Health Nursing 
Service  

0333 358 3654 

Compass  0345 678 9021 

Early Help  https://shropshire.gov.
uk/early-help/  
 

Parenting Team  01743 250950 

  
SEND Local Offer  
 

https://www.shropshire
.gov.uk/the-send-local-
offer/ 

Wellbeing support 
CAMHS Resources contains a 
collection of downloadable self-help 
guides relating to wellbeing that you 
may find useful – click here. Some of 
the downloadable PDF’s are aimed at 
adults but the ideas and suggestions in 
them can still be relevant for young 
people and parents. 
 

  
 

Stargazing 

Below is a list of astronomical 
sightings which students may want to 
keep an eye out for over the next 
month: 

 7th May – Milk Moon (Last 
Supermoon of 2020). 

 12th May – Close approach of the 
Moon, Jupiter and Saturn.  

 27th May – Comet Swan visible to 
the naked eye. 
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CAREERS 
Mrs Murphy, Careers Adviser, will be 
available for remote career guidance 
during the school closure should your 
child have any career or work experience 
related questions or concerns. She will be 
sending out useful articles and will be in 
touch with colleges and sixth forms to 
keep abreast of developments relating to 
admissions. She can be contacted by 
email at murphy.m@mmat.co.uk 
 

Student spotlight 
Our students continue to impress us 
with their inventiveness. We wanted 
to share with you a fantastic act of 
kindness by Liam Wright. Liam 
wanted to make a surprise for his dad, 
who is still working, and so he 
decided to make this amazing garden 
bench out of materials from his 
garage. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mr D O’Toole 
Headteacher 

NOTICES 

Issue: 67 
Thursday 7th May 2020  

 

VE Day – marking 75 years 
We asked our students to send in some 

examples of how they will be marking 

this special 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

This could include creating their own 

street party decorations (following social 

distancing rules of course); trying a 

wartime recipe or even creating a poem. 

Thank you to those of you who have 

shared these with us! 

 

Remember you can get interactive by 

sharing your photos on our VE Day 

Facebook post which will go live on 

Friday or by emailing Miss Brinkworth, 

Miss Chadwick or Mrs Apperley. We 

look forward to seeing how you decide 

to mark the occasion during these 

unprecedented times.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Special message 
We are still a little star struck that David Walliams 
sent us this special message (here), we are 
honoured that he has taken the time to say hi – do 
not forget he has some amazing books out and you 
can see him each week on Britain’s Got Talent! 

 

Parent/Carer Survey 
We really value your feedback and feel we have been 
working well with our students so hoping you can 
spare 5 minutes to complete the attached survey.  
Please click here to take part.  
 

Thank you in advance for your support.   
 

WEBSITE QUICK 
LINKS 
Please click on the following useful 
links to find out more. 

 News. 

 Home Learning 

 Term Dates. 

Please follow us on Facebook @SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
for supplementary home learning ideas, news, 
competitions and feel good stories. We also encourage 
you to share your ideas and interact with our posts! 
 

For news from across the Trust, why not also follow 
@MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 

FACEBOOK 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

Competitions & Challenges 
 
 

D&T competition: Rolls-Royce are running a fantastic competition, encouraging aspiring designers up to the age of 16 to 
design their dream Rolls-Royce of the future. Entries close at 12noon on Monday, 18 May 2020. Click the link here, to find 
out more. 
 

History competition: The Historical Association are running a ‘Write Your Own Historical Fiction Competition 2020’. 
Winning students will each receive a cash prize, engraved paperweight and a year’s free subscription to the Historical 
Association for their school. Entries close Friday 26 June 2020, click here for more details.  
 

Geography competition: The Royal Geographical Society are running their Young Geographer of the year competition, 
asking students to submit entries based around the theme of ‘the world beyond my window’, full competition details can be 
found here. The deadline for receipt of all entries is Tuesday 30 June 2020 at 5.00pm. 
 

STEM competition: Rapid have launched the ‘6-week challenge’ designed to incorporate all areas of STEM. The 
challenge revolves around using free Arduino hardware to produce a protective measure to help combat coronavirus. 
Every week students will be presented with a new challenge, with lots of amazing prizes on offer to win. More details 
found here. 
 

RAF Museum Challenge: students are tasked to imagine, design and create a model aircraft using recyclable materials, 
full information can be found here. The lucky winner will receive a prize bundle from the RAF Museum Shop worth over 
£75! Plus goody bags for the 10 runners up. To be in with a chance of winning all you need to do is post a photo of your 
completed model aircraft in the comments section on the @rafmuseumcosford Facebook page - here, or tag them 
@rafmuseum. Competition closes on Thursday 14 May and winners will be announced on Friday 15 May. 
 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

We have had an incredible week including reports of super work being completed by students remotely, staff developing 
further skills in using online systems to support learning and students in school helping us to experiment with social distancing 
systems to operate as safely as possible on site, as we continue to cater for key worker children. 
 

The week got better still when we gained recognition of our efforts by the celebrated author and entertainer David Walliams. 
David passed on his best wishes in a Facebook post to all the Marches Academy Trust students and staff in recognition of our 
continued hard work, of course he could not resist a little self-promotion of his excellent books. The message gave us all a 
welcome boost, which was taken a step further with an invite for me to speak on BBC Radio Shropshire. I am as always very 
proud of all our students and staff, keep up the great work. 
 

I have asked staff to look at how they might expand their use of Teams to provide more live teaching sessions starting with 
our Sixth Form students. Please encourage all students to continue to check their online accounts on ClassCharts for Key 
Stage 3 and Teams for GCSE and A Level classes. At half term we intend to start to graduate all students to the next year 
group and will be looking to start the Year 9s on their option choices beginning their GCSE journey. New Year 12 students 
have a range of work available on Teams to bridge between year groups and prepare them for the year to come.  
 

Friday marks the 75th anniversary of VE Day (Victory in Europe). We have published some online tasks and challenges and 
hope you will take the opportunity to do some reflection whilst enjoying the activities. I have asked our new Year 7 (current 
Year 6) joining us in September to look into the history of Sir John Talbot's, which dates back to the1550s, and to find out 
what they can about previous generations who attended the school and went on to do great things. Your child may want to  
interview you or a relative that used to attend the school to find out how school life has changed. They may want  
to create a piece of art, write a story, document an interview, or act out a drama. There are no right or wrong  
contributions, all efforts will be recognised. Some of you may have links to family mentioned on our World War  
memorial boards. Contributions from our Year 6 students can be sent for my attention at  
head@sirjohntalbots.co.uk. 
 

Have a wonderful Bank Holiday weekend and keep safe. 
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